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NT Common Council: Resolution to have Orit
clarify LGBTQ views causes stir

North Tonawanda clerk/treasurer resigns

BY MICHAEL DEPIETRO
Interim Tribune Editor

A resolution to formally ask new-
ly appointed New York State Sen-
ate Minority Leader Sen. Robert
Ortt to clarify his views on LGBTQ
rights was a hot-button issue at
Tuesday night's Common Council
meeting in North Tonawanda.

As the council delineated mat-
ters inside City Hall, a number of
pro-LGBTQ supporters were dem-
onstrating just outside. The issue
at hand was first sparked in late
June when it was revealed Ortt had
used campaign funds to make a do-
nation to the New Yorker’s Family
Research Foundation (NYFRF), a
nonprofit organization that has re-
portedly, in the past, supported an-
ti-LGBTQ measures, including the
promotion of conversion therapy.

NYFRF’s website (as of Aug. 5)
includes passages such as “The
Bible forbids homosexual behav-

or,” “Sexual behavior is a choice,”

and “When a man claims to be a
woman or a woman claims to be a
man, such claims are dishonest.”

The resolution was first pro-
posed July 21 by Alderman-at-
Large Austin Tylec. There, Tylec
said several community members
and local LGBTQ groups, such as
Stonewall Democrats of WNY, had
reached out expressing outrage by
the news.

Not long after, on July 24, Ortt
drew further criticism when he
cast a “nay” vote on a bill in the
State Legislature that would re-
quire single-occupancy bathrooms
in public spaces to be designated
as gender-neutral. The bill, which
was passed 53-7 in the State Sen-
ate, is meant to provide people
with protections from harassment
and discrimination regardless of
gender identity.

During the July 21 council meet-
ing, some board members, includ-
ing Council President Eric Za-
dzilka, were against including the
resolution on the following week’s
agenda, claiming it was politically
motivated.

In a contentious exchange be-
tween Tylec and Zadzilka, Tylec
said, “We have called out elected
officials before,” and cited recent
times when the council has ap-
proved measures condemning
Gov. Andrew Cuomo, first for bail
reform, and more recently for an
executive order that allowed the
state to seize and redistribute ven-
tilators to New York City during
the height of its COVID-19 out-
break.

Zadzilka said those measures
were for, “Public safety and the
greater good of the community.”

Tylec responded, “I think con-
version therapy is a threat to public
safety.”

Zadzilka also took issue with
Stonewall Democrats being on the
resolution, referring to them as a
political group. Tylec disagreed
with the label, calling them an LG-
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North Tonawanda City Clerk/
Treasurer Matthew Parrish an-
nounced his resignation on Tues-
day with an effective date of Aug.
9. Alderman-at-Large Austin Ty-
lec communicated the announce-
ment on Facebook about an hour
before the North Tonawanda
Common Council’s meeting.

During the meeting, Parrish
read the following statement:

BTQ rights organization, but said
he would remove the offending
language nevertheless.

According to the Library of
Congress website, “The National
Stonewall Democrats is a grass-
roots network connecting LGBT
Democratic activists with chapters
across the country.”

By Aug. 4, Tylec’s resolution
had made it on the agenda with
the Stonewall Democrats name
removed. At the meeting’s onset, a
response was read that had come
from Ortt’s office, but had not been
penned by Ortt himself. The mes-
sage, signed by Andrew Dugan, an
Ortt spokesperson, read:

“Sen. Ortt supports the rights of
all New Yorkers to live their lives
free of discrimination, including
individuals in the LGBTQ com-
munity. Using his support of pro-
life values to insinuate otherwise
is plainly wrong. Senator Ortt re-
spects people with different values
and beliefs.”

Tylec expressed dissatisfaction
that Ortt hadn’t responded him-
self. He said a staff letter was an
insufficient response to the issue.

Another response came from
NYFRF, which said the group
opposed Tylec’s resolution as it
“mischaracterized the nature and
purpose” of the organization. Else-
where it read, “Our Statement on
Sexuality available at https://www.
NewYorkFamilies.org/Statement-
on-Sexuality includes the following
language: ‘Persons with same-sex
attraction or gender dysphoria are
made in God’s image (Genesis
1:26-27), are deeply loved by Him,
and should be treated with dig-
nity and respect. ... The Bible calls
Christians to love our neighbors
(Mark 12:29-31) even when we dis-
agree with them. Our organization
condemns violence, bullying, and
hateful rhetoric directed at any
person. These are not just words
on a page; rather, they are words
that we live by.”

Tylec recalled some of the more
problematic statements on NY-
FRF’s website and also noted that
they hadn’t addressed the topic of
conversion therapy.

“It’s against the law,” Zadzilka in-
terjected at one point.

“Right. Because politicians,
some in Sen. Ortt’s position, voted

“Honorable council,

“I respectfully request that
you accept my resignation from
my position as North Tonawa-
nda city clerk/treasurer effective
Sunday Aug. 9, 2020, at 9 p.m.

“Recently, I was presented with
an opportunity to take a position
elsewhere. This opportunity was
unexpected and came about
very quickly. It's not an easy
decision to make because my
heart is, and always will be here

against that type of thing,” Tylec
replied. “So it again circles back
to the idea of what these policies
mean and how they affect our com-
munity throughout the state.”

Zadzilka said, “Do you have an
objection to ‘Persons with same-
sex attraction or gender dysphoria
are made in God’s image (Genesis
1:26-27)’ Does that sound like they
have hate?”

After some back and forth, Tylec
said, “I don’t know. I just know that
they have homophobic views, anti-
LGBTQ views, and if we're going
to talk about equality, we should be
piecing together all types of peo-
ple. Which we are hopefully going
to do as we continue our agenda.”

When Tylec’s resolution came
up later for discussion, he said, “It
came up for discussion, Tylec said,
“It’s as simple as getting a response
from our senator. Community
members have reached out, other
elected officials have reached out,
and again, these elected officials
affect our community and I think
our residents deserve the respect
to get that response.”

“We did get a response,” Zadzil-
ka interjected. “Sorry you didn’t
get a response you were looking
for, but we got a response.”

Tylec replied, “We got a re-

sponse from - I don’t know who
that individual was from Sen. Ortt’s
office — but Sen. Ortt is a great guy
(at) baseball games and parades.
.. So, it’s surprising that he’s let it
go this far. And me, as an elected
official — you know, like all of us
sitting up here — we’re a voice for
the community. The community
has reached out; they’re asking for
something like this.”

Alderman-at-Large Robert Pec-
oraro interjected, asking why Ty-
lec or the demonstrators outside
hadn’t personally visited Ortt’s of-
fice to speak with him.

“I'm really surprised they’re
here at North Tonawanda City
Hall when they should be in Lock-
port where (Ortt’s) office is,” Pec-
oraro said.

“I'm almost a messenger in this
scenario here and I don’t under-
stand why we have let it get so out
of control,” Tylec said.

He made the motion, but it did
not get a second.

“So it’s dead,” Tylec said.
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in the City of North Tonawanda.

“After much consideration, I
have determined that is in the
best interest for the future of my
young family to vacate my cur-
rent seat and accept the position
that has been offered to me.

“It has been my distinct honor
and pleasure to serve the resi-
dents North Tonawanda as your
clerk/treasurer throughout the
course of the last two years. This
has truly been an amazing expe-

Interestingly, later in the meet-
ing, “A Resolution Against Hatred
Against LGBTQ Communities”
was presented by 1st Ward Alder-
man Robert Schmigel. The procla-
mation read:

“Whereas, during the Common
Council session on Aug. 20, 2019,
the council voted unanimously re-
jecting the ‘perpetuation of hatred
and bigotry in our communities,
condemn acts and statements of
hate and intolerance, and reinforce
our commitment to eradicating
racist practices and acts of malice
that propagate hate, incite fear, and
promote violence in our communi-
ties.’

“Whereas, during the Common
Council session on July 21, 2020,
the council voted unanimously
approving the Proclamation of Ha-
tred, which resolved the elected
leaders from the City of North
Tonawanda encourage others to
be empathetic toward those of dif-
ferent creeds, color, and life experi-
ence.

“Whereas, North Tonawanda
is a diverse city, made up by resi-
dents of every race, religion, na-
tionality, creed and sexuality,

“Whereas, all residents of North
Tonawanda deserve proper repre-
sentation through all facets of gov-
ernment at every level.

“Resolved, the elected leaders
from the City of North Tonawanda
can utilize this opportunity to in-
clude everyone, unite the commu-
nity as one, encompassing those
of every race, religion, nationality,
creed, color and sexuality.”

Before the vote, Tylec said that,
while he would ultimately vote for
the resolution, he considered it
lacking in terms of real substance
and action.

“I think this resolution is really
a distraction. I think it’s redundant
and, most importantly, it does not
take the type of action that the
residents are calling (for). ... So,
you know, of course, I'm not going
to vote against this. ... I just find
it very interesting that something
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rience to sit as an elected offi-
cial in a wonderful community
such as this and I will be forever
grateful.”

According to the Niagara
County clerk’s office, Parrish will
be taking the position of Niagara
County deputy county clerk fol-
lowing the retirement of Wendy
J. Roberson last week. Parrish
will begin the new position on
Monday.

like this randomly pops up on the
agenda without discussion, espe-
cially without discussion to the
only openly gay councilman or
elected official up here,” he said.
“So, I'd appreciate if these types of
matters — similar to anything that
has to do with maybe being a vet-
eran, right? I would run it by other
individuals up here that really have
a perspective from that manner.”

On Wednesday, in a post on
Facebook, Tylec thanked support-
ers and demonstrators for their
support.

“Unfortunately, after three
weeks of discussion on the mat-
ter, my fellow council members
refused to support taking action
on behalf of our community. The
Council Majority didn’t feel it was
necessary to express the concerns
of our residents to the Senator as
one, unified voice.

“Although our request for
answers went unheard by the
Council, I still hold hope that the
Senator will provide the 62nd NYS
Senate District with a response for
his actions and his beliefs. State
legislators have the power to cre-
ate change and that is why it’s so
important to know what beliefs
these policymakers hold so the
community can determine wheth-
er or not they are being adequately
represented.

“As an elected official, its impor-
tant that we respectfully respond
to our constituency no matter the
issue, because WE WORK FOR
YOU.

“Thank you again for your sup-
port, I know that the community is
not done fighting for this issue and
will continue to stand up for the
greater good of our community.”

“We move forward.” — Austin Ty-
lec North Tonawanda Alderman-
at-Large.
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